FRIENDSHIP WITH GOD

EXODUS 33 AND 34
Introduction
I.   A PLACE AND A TIME TO CULTIVATE THE FRIENDSHIP (33:7-11)

cf. Mark 1:35; Luke 5:16

II.  THE RESULTS OF A GROWING FRIENDSHIP

A.  Discerning God's will (33:7)

B.  Receiving God's answer to prayer (33:13-17)

cf. Psalm 103:7; John 14:13,14

C.  Seeing God's glory (33:18-34:7)

D.  Reflecting God's glory (34:29-35)

cf. Psalm 34:5; II Corinthians 3:7-18; 4:16
DAILY BIBLE READINGS

NOVEMBER 19-25

Follow-throughs

Monday

Mark 1:35-39; Luke 5:15,16

Why do you think that Jesus spent these times alone in prayer?  What happens to us in solitude that cannot be accomplished during the normal course of daily activity?  What do you learn from Jesus' example?

Tuesday

II Corinthians 3:1-18

What are the contrasts between the covenant that God made with the Israelites through Moses, and the new covenant that comes through Christ?  Meditate on verses 17 and 18, and pray that they would be fulfilled in you today.

Wednesday

 II Corinthians 4:1-18

How does God accomplish his purposes, even in and through our weaknesses?  In what respects are you especially conscious of the weakness of your “jar of clay” today?  Ask that God's power would be evident in your life. 

Thursday

Psalm 34:1-22

What different expressions of the Lord's love does David the psalmist celebrate?  Think of specific examples from your own life to confirm what David is saying.  Take time today to ponder, and savor, the goodness of the Lord (v.8).  Ask Him for a radiant face on this Thanksgiving Day (v.5).

Warm-ups

Friday


Hebrews 10:1-18

a) What Is Jesus Doing in this passage (v. 12)?  b) What has He done that allows Him now to take this posture?  c) In the light of v. 14, in what sense are Christians already made perfect while still in the process of being made holy?  d) What one thing can you do today to live your life as if you were being made holy?

Saturday

Ephesians 1:15-23

a) What Is Jesus Doing in this passage (v. 22)?  b) How, specifically, does Jesus exercise His rule over Christians in this passage?  c) Where do you need “incomparably great power” in your life today?  d) How would you, your family, and/or your small group change if you all prayed vv. 17-19 every week for one another?

Sunday


Hebrews 7:11-28

a) What Is Jesus Doing in this passage (v. 25)?  b) In what ways is Jesus like the Melchizedek portrayed here (vv. 12-17)?  c) In what ways is Jesus a better priest than those under the Jewish system (vv. 20-28)?  d) What difference does Jesus’ “once-for-all” sacrifice make to you in terms of your desire to follow Him?

