Getting Older or Getting Better?

Ecclesiastes 12:1-8

Introduction

I.
Portraits of advancing age (12:1-8; cf. Genesis 2:7; 3:19)

Perspectives on growing old


A.
D________________  it 


B.
R________________  it 


C.
A________________  it 

Preparation for the end of life


A.
A____________  the m_________________ (12:8)


B.
R____________  your C_________________ (12:10)



I Timothy 4:12


1.
who provides purpose in life



2.
who provides enjoyment in life


C.
I____________  in the e____________  



1.
growth in w_________________ 




Psalm 90:12; 119:97-100; Proverbs 20:29


2.
growth in C_____________-likeness




II Corinthians 3:18; 4:16-18


3.
giving yourself fully to the w__________ of the Lord


I Corinthians 15:58; Ecclesiastes 2:17,18,22-23

Daily Bible Readings

July 16 - 22

Warm-Ups
This week provides an opportunity to review the book of Ecclesiastes.  As you read three chapters each day (the chapters aren’t long), notice what the Teacher observes about life "under the sun," that is, life from a totally human, earth-bound point of view.  Where do you see similar perspectives in the people around you?

Then notice what the Teacher says when God is made part of the equation.  Yet even then, the Teacher's perspective often falls short, because he has not yet discovered the full revelation of God in Jesus Christ.  How would Jesus or his disciples respond to some of the issues raised by the Teacher.

Throughout this week, pray for friends and acquaintances of yours who do not yet know Jesus, whose perspectives on life are limited and distorted because they have not put Jesus Christ at the center of everything. 

Monday
Ecclesiastes 1 - 3

Tuesday 
Ecclesiastes 4 - 6

Wednesday
Ecclesiastes 7 - 9

Thursday
Ecclesiastes 10 - 12

Follow-Throughs

Friday
Exodus 1:1 - 14

Why were the Egyptians so afraid of the Israelites?  How did the circumstances of the Israelites change from the time of Joseph to the time of the book of Exodus?  How might you have felt if you were an Israelite living at that time?

Saturday
Exodus 1:15 - 22

What other examples can you cite where people had the courage to obey God rather than man?  Is there any area where the Lord is calling you to exercise similar courage?

Sunday
Exodus 2:1 - 10

